REMAINS 0? HENRY CABOT LODGE JR. 

Memorial Dajr May 30,1946 

St.Vasilios Veterans of World War II 
St. Vasilios Church, Paleologos St. Peabody 

Ne are meeting here today to remember the sacrifices of 
Americans of Greek descent who served their co'dntry in World War II. 
It is fitting f or us, therefore, to think of Greece, and to think 
of America on an occasion like tais. 

Greece is unique among the nations of the world because 
in a spiritual and cultural sense every child born in the western 
world is both a citizen of his own country and a citizen of Greece. 
This IS not because Greece is large, or because it is rich, or because 
it is powerful in the material things. It is because most of the 
ideas which give value and direction to our living, come from Greece. 
It IS because the Greek philosphers saw and proclaimed that divine 
spark in man which caused the found^g fathers of America to base 
their whole system of government on^Greek ideal which exalted the 
dignity and worth of the individual. 

Plato's Republic and Aristotle’s Politics liave fed the 
spirit of man for 2000 years and on their conceptions our whole b±ll 
of rights is based. , 

iliose great dramatists Sophocles, Aeschylus and Euripides 
phrased better than anyone that sense of tragic beauty which underlies 
all life— just as Aristophanes saw those things which make men laugh. 

Pericles funerar oration is not far in spirit from 
Lincoln's Gettysburg address. 

vmerever we turn today we see influences of the art and 
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architecture of Phidias and the other Greek sculptors and craftsmen. 

iWien we think of war's adventures and perils our minds go 
to the Iliad snd the Odyssey. y/e apeak of "Homeric” adventure. 

y/hen we wish to be inspired by. human bravery in war we 
think of Marathon and Thermopylae. 

And all these things are not merely famous deeds of the 

f 

past. They are living things today, 2000 years later. They are as 

fresh and as new as though they had just happened. They are- fresh 

% 

because they were true. 


Then came the dark ages of Greek history, with all the 
nameless sufferings of Turkish rule, which ended when, in 1821, one 
hundred and twenty- five years ago, Archbishop Germanos raised tie 
blue and white cross in the Morea to proclaim the independence of 
Greece. Eight years; later by the treaty of Adr ianople that freedom 
v/as proclaimed to the world. The independence of Greece inspired 
Byron to the noble words ; 


"The mountains look on Marathon, 

And Marathon looks on the sea; 

And musing there an hour alone, 

I dreamed that Greece might still be free." 
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Q . „ • /. It IS interesting to note the gratif Ication which this ^ 

®^created in the United States. President Hunroe declared in 


1822: 


"The mention of Greece fills the mind with the most exalted 
sentiments and arouses in our bosoms the best feelings of wiiich 
our nature is susceptible. Superior skill and refinement in the' 
arts, heroic gallantry in action, disinterested patriotism, 
enthusiastic zeal and devotion in favor of public liberty are 
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associated with our recollections of Ancrent Greece. That 
such a country s'hould have been overwhelmed, and so long 
hidden, as it were, from the world, under a gloomy despotism, 
has been a cause of unceasing and deep regret to generous 
minds of ages past. It was natural, therefore, that the 
reappearance of these people in their original character, 
contending in favor of their liberties, should produce the 
great excitement and sympathy in their favor, which have been 
so signally displayed throughout the United States. A 
strong hope is entertained that these people will recover 
their independence, and resume their equal station among 
the nations of the earth. ” 

Modern Greece remained true to her great traditions of freedom. 

•No country has a finer or more commendable war 
record in f ighting the Axis than Greece. On the night of 
October 28,1940, the Italian Fascist Government delivered 
to Greece an ultimatum which was immediately rejected. 

Two hours later Mussolini struck. The people of Greece with 
complete unity arose to repel the invader . They forced the 
Italians into the Albanian mountains in a struggle which 
lasted until April 1941. The first victories won against 
the Axis on the land were Greek victories. These victor ies 
pun cured the myth of Axis invincibility and opened the way 
for Wavell’s attack in Libya. These victories gave comfort 
and confidence to the Allies. 


w 



/ 



) 


\ 

> 




1 


\ 





-4- 


On April 6,1941 Greece' was invaded by the Nazis in order to 
complete German conquest of the Balkans and to threaten the Allied 
position in the Mediterranean. During April and May of 1941 the 
battle of Greece was waged by the Greek Army, British and New Zeal- 
land, Australian and Indian forces against the Axis Powers. The 
spirit of Thermopylae ?/as revived. The campaign was brought to an 
end in the bloody ba-tle and occupation of Crete in June 1941. This 
delaying action of 7 weeks caused Hitler to postpone his attacii on 
Russia. This was generally recognized as having given a very 
valuable breathing spell to the Allies and was a most important 
factor in the defense of Moscow. The price paid for all this by 
Greece was starvation, disease, and destruction. 

In 1941 and 1942 tne Greek Government engaged in many activities 
abroad to continue the struggle. They organized a new army in 
Egypt. The Greek fleet cooperated with the British in the 
Mediterranean, the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean. There v/as co- 
operation with the Allied shipping by the entire Greek merchant 
marine. During 1942 the Greek forces played a conspicuous part in 
the battle of El Alameini In 1943 the Greek fleet cooperated in 
naval engagements in the Dodecanese Islands and the eastern Mediter- 
ranean, in Sicily and Anzio Beach. The Greek forces participated 
in the Italian campaign during the storming of Rimini. 

And n^ 'with the war over, a Greece which has suffered 
greatly, whose has been ravaged, whose plant has been destroy- 

ed and whose people have been slaughtered starts bravely to rebuild. 
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Already her head rises above t he rest. For todaj^ it can be 
asserted that in southeastern Europe Greece is actually the only 
hope for democracy in our western sense of the word. 

I have given you this little sketch of Greek history 
in order to form the backgroimd against which we can better see 
what we are commemorating here today. We are gathered here this 
afternoon because this parisn of St.Vasilios in the first World 
War sent 82 young Americans of Greek descent to battle of whom 
five made the supreme sacrifice and because in the second World 
War 700 young Americans, of Greek descent joined the colors of 
whom 20 laid do?«i their lives. 

We are commemorating an impressive fact. Greater love 
hath no man than to lay doxwi his life for his friends. He who 
bears arms for his country performs an act 7/hich is beyond ex- 
planation, beyond- argument . He has achieved an immemorial status 
which places his civic worth and his patriotism beyond atl dispute. 

We in America, therefore, share wit h the rest of the 

western world that debt to Greek culture, Greek spirit and Greek 

ethics; we join with our other allies in acknowledging oui' 

obligation to modern Greece as an ally. But we do more. We 

have the added enrichment which has come to us from the presence 

as a part of our national life of Americans of Gre^ descent. 

/ 

These Americans have distinquiaaed themselves in the pursuits of 
peace. They have been industrious, successful, law-abiding 
and patriotic. And when war comes these Americans do their 
duty. They do it on the home front plaj^ing their part in the 



industr ies of America and in war work. The Order of Ahepa alone 
sold over 300 , 000 , 000 worth of war bonds. 

But above all price is the service which they rendered on 
the field of battle. This service entitles these men and their 
families to the grateful regard of their countrymen for the rest cf 
their lives. Their service in war will be a proud memory to their 
children and grandchildren. We who survived owe it to those who 
are left in foreign cemeteries scattered around the world to see to 
it that their lives were not given in vain. We owe it to them to 
see to it that having won the war we do not lose the peace. 

There are lots of ways in which we can lose the peace. We 
can lose it by letting our army, navy and air force df^indle away 
until our word is no longer respected among the nations. We can lose 
it by our failure to work together to make our industrial civilization 
work . 

Yes, we owe it to our fallen comrades to win the peace. 

But above all we owe it to them ever to admire and respect the spirit 
which was theirs. It was a great American, Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
who was a veteran of the Civil War, v/ho had this to say about the 
man who bears arms for his country in war : ' 

'W/ho of us could endure a world, although cut up into 
five-acre lots and having no man upon it who was not 
well fed and well housed, without the divine folly of 
honor, without the senseless passion for knowledge out- 
reaching the flaming bounds of the possible, without 
ideals, the essence of vdiich is that they never can be 
achieved? I do not know what is true. I do not know 
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the meaning of the universe. But in the midst of douht, 
in the collapse of creeds, there is one thing i do not 
doubt, that no man who lives in the same world with most 
or us cEoi doubt, and that is that the faith is true and 
adorable which leads a soldier to throw away his life in 
obedience to a blindly accepted duty, in a cause which he 
little understands, in a plan of campaign of which he has 
no notion, under tactices of which he does not see the 

the use . " 

LIy fellov/ Americans this was the spirit which animated the 
young manhood which left Peabody to take part in <var just as it haS 
animated the heroes of all our wars. The young men who gave their 
lives and whose memories we honor today have gone to join the heroes 
who have built America. They are not -truly dead since to live on 
in the memor les of you r friends is not to die. Hay their 
example ever inspire us ! 
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